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Dear colleagues, 
Dear users of the German Family Panel data,

after careful preparation we are glad to inform you about the new release including data of the 
third survey wave of the German Family Panel pairfam. Part of these preparatory processes was 
the recently agreed cooperation with the GESIS - Leibniz-Institute for the Social Sciences which is 
the largest infrastructure institution for the social sciences in Germany. This cooperation ensures 
the long-lasting storage and delivery of the pairfam data. It also includes the entry of the Ger-
man Family Panel study in the data catalogue of GESIS and the registration of the current release 
3.0 under an own DOI number. Finally, the distribution of the pairfam scientific use file is now 
organized by the GESIS Data Archive.

Data

Release 3.0 with data of the third wave published

The well-prepared and fully documented data of the first three survey waves of the German 
Family Panel are available from now on as release 3.0. The third wave comprises information 
from 7,901 repeatedly interviewed anchor respondents of the three birth cohorts plus 2,362 
partners, 3,946 (step)parents and 987 children. In-depth instruments covering issues in the 
current partnership, leisure activities, commuting, parenting, residential history, educational 
and professional history were used in the third wave in addition to the annual core modules. 
Detailed information about all utilized instruments is provided in the codebooks and in seve-
ral overviews. As in previous waves the release 3.0 offers a number of additionally generated 
variables and datasets for biographical events. Updated instructions and syntax files, e.g. for 
computing scales or matching datasets, further facilitate working with the pairfam data; for full 
particulars please consult the data manual and the scales manual. The study documentation 
is complemented by method reports, technical papers, the concept paper and so-called Quick 
Start syntax files for getting started with analyzing the data. In order to strengthen the potential 
for East-West Germany comparisons the current scientific use file also includes the compatible 
data of an additional sample of Eastern German anchor respondents and their partners. These 
data come from the project DemoDiff of the Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research in 
Rostock, Germany.

Access to the data via GESIS Data Archive for the Social Sciences

With the new release 3.0 the distribution procedure has changed. The scientific use file of the 
German Family Panel can now be obtained from the GESIS Data Archive. Due to reasons of data 
security the data have been classified as Category C, i.e. dissemination requires a written appro-
val by pairfam. As before access to the German Family Panel data is bound to a user contract 
with pairfam. Ordering the scientific use file is accomplished in three steps:

1. Download the order form directly from the GESIS data catalogue (‚Data & Documents‘) or 
put the pairfam study in your shopping cart. In the latter case the order form will be sent 
to you automatically via email.
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http://info1.gesis.org/dbksearch19/SDesc2.asp?no=5678&tab=0&ll=10&notabs=&af=&nf=1&search=5678&search2=&db=E
http://www.pairfam.de/en/instruments.html
http://info1.gesis.org/dbksearch19/download.asp?db=D&id=46823
http://info1.gesis.org/dbksearch19/download.asp?db=D&id=46824
http://www.pairfam.de/en/data/documentation.html
http://www.pairfam.de/en/data/demodiff.html
http://info1.gesis.org/dbksearch19/download.asp?db=E&id=46793


2. Fill and sign the order form and send it by mail or fax to the pairfam user support.

3. As soon as the application for use of research data from the German Family Panel is ap-
proved by pairfam, the GESIS Data Archive delivers the scientific use file according to its 
usage regulations either as CD-ROM or as download with an individual password. Access 
via ‚CryptShare‘ download is free of charge. Ordering a CD-ROM is charged with € 25,- for 
handling and shipping. All relevant information will be given to the applicant via separate 
email.

The data may only be used for scientific purposes in the stated resaerch project by the person(s) 
listed in the order form. Transfer of the data to a third party is permitted solely to persons who 
work in the same project context. The pairfam user support has to be informed about any inter-
nal data distribution promptly and without further request.

DOI registration of pairfam data

The entry of the pairfam study in the GESIS data catalogue was accompanied by the registrati-
on of the data at the Registration agency for social science data da|ra. Each pairfam release is 
linked to a persistent identifier. This so-called DOI (Digital Object Identifier) ensures that the da-
tasets are permanently marked and can be found anytime on the Internet. The current pairfam 
release is registered under the DOI: 10.4232/pairfam.5678.3.0.0. This DOI needs to be menti-
oned when citing the utilized data file version of the German Family Panel.

Instructions for citing the German Family Panel

Receiving credit from data users is of crucial interest to the pairfam project since bibliographic 
references prove the scientific value of the German Family Panel. Therefore, we kindly request 
you to cite the concept paper (Huinink et al. 2011) and to indicate the respective data file versi-
on (Nauck et al. 2012) in all publications that are based on pairfam data.

• Nauck, Bernhard, Josef Brüderl, Johannes Huinink, Johannes, and Sabine Walper. 2012. 
The German Family Panel (pairfam). GESIS Data Archive, Cologne. ZA5678 Data file Versi-
on 3.0.0, doi:10.4232/pairfam.5678.3.0.0. 

• Huinink, Johannes, Josef Brüderl, Bernhard Nauck, Sabine Walper, Laura Castiglioni, and 
Michael Feldhaus. 2011. Panel Analysis of Intimate Relationships and Family Dynamics 
(pairfam): Conceptual framework and design. Zeitschrift für Familienforschung 23: 77-101. 

Announcements

Conference on ‚Fertility over the Life Course‘ in September 12-13, 2012 in Bremen, Germany

The aim of this year‘s International pairfam Conference is to assess and discuss the progress in 
contemporary longitudinal fertility research. The complete program with numerous presenta-
tions by renowned experts plus a poster session can be downloaded from the project website as 
well as the registration form. Participants are kindly requested to register for the conference by 
completing the form and submitting it before August 1, 2012.

Data workshop at the DGS congress in October 4, 2012 in Bochum, Germany

The German Family Panel hosts an applied workshop on the 36th Congress of the German Socio-
logical Association (DGS). The focus of this three-hour event (11 a.m. - 2 p.m.) will be on both an 
introduction to the current pairfam data and an exemplary demonstration of its rich potentials. 
Participation in this workshop is free of charge, registration is not necessary. Workshop language 
will be German. 

http://www.pairfam.de/en/team/user-support.html
http://www.gesis.org/en/services/data-analysis/data-archive-service/usage-regulations/
http://dx.doi.org/10.4232/pairfam.5678.3.0.0
http://www.pairfam.de/en/
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Feldhaus, Michael and Johannes Huinink. 2011. Multiple Elternschaften in Deutschland - eine Analyse zur 
Vielfalt von Elternschaft in Folgepartnerschaften. In Pluralisierung der Elternschaft und Kindschaft, Eds. 
Dieter Schwab and Laszlo A. Vaskovics, 77-104. Leverkusen, Verlag Barbara Budrich (Sonderheft 8 der 
Zeitschrift für Familienforschung).
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Österreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften.
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on to parenthood in eleven European countries, 1970s to early 2000s. Population Studies 66: 167-182.

Rüger, Heiko, Michael Feldhaus, Katharina S. Becker, and Monika Schlegel. 2011. Circular job-related spati-
al mobility in Germany: Comparative analyses of two representative surveys on the forms, prevalence and 
relevance in the context of partnership and family development. Comparative Population Studies – Zeit-
schrift für Bevölkerungswissenschaft 36: 221-248.

Schmitz, Andreas, Susann Sachse-Thürer, Doreen Zillmann, and Hans-Peter Blossfeld. 2011. Myths and 
facts about online mate choice: Contemporary beliefs and empirical findings. Zeitschrift für Familienfor-
schung 23: 358-381.

Schulz, Florian and Daniela Grunow. 2011. Comparing Diary and Survey Estimates on Time Use. European 
Sociological Review. DOI: 10.1093/esr/jcr030.

Smith, Ian. 2012. Reinterpreting the economics of extramarital affairs. Review of Economics of the 
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Please keep us informed about your publications based on data of the German Family Panel. 
Thank you very much. 

The pairfam team wishes you much success in your work with the data. The user support will be 
happy to help you at any time by answering your questions or by providing further information 
about data access and the German Family Panel.

Yours sincerely, on behalf of the pairfam team,

Dr. Daniel Fuss

pairfam User Support

Chemnitz University of Technology
Institute of Sociology
09107 Chemnitz
Germany

Phone: 0049 371 531 - 37313
Fax: 0049 371 531 - 28819
Email:  support@pairfam.de

http://info1.gesis.org/dbksearch19/download.asp?db=D&id=46831

