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pairfam Newsletter June 2022

Dear colleagues,
Dear pairfam users,

We are pleased to announce Release 13.0 of the pairfam data! Additionally, we
would like to inform you of important changes to this year’s release, as well as
further updates regarding the pairfam project.

As pairfam, funded as a long-term project by the German Research Foundation
(DFG), ends early this summer, this will be the last newsletter. However, the data
and panel sample will continue on in a new form – more on these changes in the
following. We will also look back on the final conference 14 Years of pairfam -
Résumé and Outlook of the German Family Panel, which took place in May.

Release 13.0 available

Release 13.0 is now available, including the latest data from wave 13 (2020/2021),
which contains data from 7,009 anchor respondents, 2,385 partners, and 1,027
children.

Due to the realities of the COVID-19 pandemic, wave 13 respondents were able to
choose their interview mode: either the standard CAPI (computer-assisted face-to-
face interviews) or CATI (computer-assisted telephone interviews). Sensitive
questions, typically posed in a CASI section of the CAPI, were posed to CATI
respondents via postal survey (PAPI). As in wave 12, questions and filters had to be
adjusted to the different survey modes. For this reason, data sets as well as
codebooks of the anchor and child survey are stored separately in Release 13.0
according to interview mode (CAPI vs. CATI).  The variable intmode reflects the
interview mode (1= "CAPI & CASI", 2= "CATI & PAPI"). Additional information on the
change in survey mode can be found in the Data Manual and/or the Method Report
from Kantar. A total of 2,351 anchor and 428 child interviews took place in CAPI
mode, whereas 4,658 and 599, respectively, took place in CATI mode.

The anchor survey has been expanded to include new items on the conception of
the ideal partner’s personality, self-harming behavior, co-parenthood, hostile
attributions towards children, problematic cell phone usage, and coping with the
pandemic. The child survey also includes new items on narcissism and home
learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. An overview of the survey content can be
found in the respective codebooks and variable lists.

New data from step-up respondents and their partners are also available this
year. Data from 606 step-up respondents and 80 partners are available as part of
Release 13.0. Data and documentation for step-up respondents and the step-up
partner survey are archived in a separate folder in the Scientific Use File. More
information on step-up respondents is available in the Data Manual.

For the first time, data from the vignette modules on attitudes toward partner
infidelity (collected in wave 11) and reconciling child care and paid work (collected in
wave 12) are available and stored as separate data sets. Detailed documentation
can be found in the new Technical Paper No. 18 and No. 19. In addition, the partner
data from the vignette module in wave 10 are also included in the release package,
along with the corresponding Technical Paper No. 20 describing this data set.

New to the Scientific Use Files are paradata on field progress: For each wave, the
gross data sets for the anchor survey contain cases that were contacted for a
further interview. Available information includes, for example, the number of contact
attempts and reasons for a skipped interview. In addition, wave-specific data sets
on time markers and the duration of the anchor interviews are also included.

Further documentation materials have been added to the release package: All
Technical Papers can now be found in a separate folder in the Scientific Use File
under "Documentation", which now include citation information (including a DOI) on
the title page. We kindly ask you to keep this in mind for publications. In addition,
Quick Start do-files to facilitate an easy introduction to working with the pairfam
data, as well as the slides and scripts for the updated and extended pairfam Video
Tutorials (available to view on the pairfam homepage) have been included in the
release package.

The Data Manual and the Scales and Instruments Manual have both been modified
and updated accordingly for Release 13.0. We strongly recommend reading the
chapter "pairfam Nuts and Bolts" in the Data Manual carefully before analyzing
the data – even to advanced users. The Scales and Instruments Manual provides
information on key item groups that are part of the various pairfam surveys. In
addition, this manual presents guidelines for the creation of index variables and
scales (including reliability scores) based on the pairfam instruments used. Syntax
files used to generate these scales are also part of the Scientific Use File – in both
Stata and SPSS format.

In order to obtain data from Release 13.0, please complete and sign the request
form and send it to our user support office via e-mail. The Scientific Use File will
then be made available to you as a download from the GESIS Data Service directly.
Registered users of Release 12.0 will receive data from Release 13.0 free of charge

if the request form is sent in by September 30th, 2022. It pays to be quick! Data of
the pairfam COVID-19 study are also available as a separate Scientific Use File via
the request form.

The pairfam data are to be used exclusively for scientific purposes by those
persons included on the request form as part of the project or research plan
indicated. Data may be given to internal third parties if these a) will work with the
pairfam data in the context of the project mentioned, or b) are students using the
data for an academic paper or thesis. In both cases, the pairfam user support office
must be informed. Please fill out the distribution form on the pairfam website. In
accordance with data protection laws and in order to keep our user database up to
date, all parties (including students and research assistants) with access to pairfam
data must complete and sign the distribution form. It is no longer possible to include
multiple users on one application form. The distribution contract is valid
independently of the specific release version: If you have previously signed a
distribution contract with third parties, you are permitted to provide data from the
next release to these specific persons without completing a new distribution form.

Release 13.0 also includes the syntax for a reduced teaching version with 50% of
the observations, should you choose to use the pairfam data as part of your
teaching. Even when sharing the 50% version, all course participants must sign the
form available on the homepage, which is to be sent to the pairfam user support
office.

Harmonized Histories update for international comparative analyses

An updated and expanded version of Harmonized Histories data set will be made
available later this month. Harmonized Histories is a harmonized dataset for
international comparative family research, originally created by the Non-Marital
Childbearing Network that includes a subset of the pairfam data. Currently, the
Generations and Gender Programme (GGP) at the Netherlands Interdisciplinary
Demographic Institute (NIDI) coordinates the harmonization process and provides a
Scientific Use File for scientific analysis. Harmonized Histories primarily includes
fertility and partnership biographies, as well as a range of demographic and
socioeconomic variables.

The update includes the continuation of the harmonized data up to and
including wave 12 of the pairfam data (previously only 6 waves). A prospective
element has been added to the retrospective data for eight additional countries, all
of which are part of the Generations and Gender Surveys, with information from an
additional wave of the survey. The Harmonized Histories Update will be available
free of charge to interested data users after registration and application through the
GGP website (www.ggp-i.org). You will be informed about the release on the pairfam
website.

Transition from pairfam to FReDA

After 14 years, pairfam is ending as an independent project funded by the DFG.
However, the surveying of the previous participants is not ending, but continuing in
the context of the newly-launched family demographic panel FReDA. The pairfam
sample will be integrated into the FReDA project, meaning extensive panel data will
continue to be available for analyses. For more information on the FReDA study
design and the integration of the pairfam sample, see the FReDA website.

The completed field work of the 14th wave of the pairfam survey marks the transition
to FReDA. Most of the pairfam anchor respondents and their partners were
interviewed online for the first time, which corresponds to the FReDA main survey
mode. The child and parenting surveys were conducted for the last time. Data from
wave 14 will be available next year. The first release of the FReDA W1R recruitment
wave is available as of May this year (more information on data access here). 

Due to the end of the pairfam project, this is the last installment of the pairfam
newsletter. News about the FReDA project and continued pairfam sample will be
henceforth published in the regular FReDA newsletter. You can subscribe here.

Questions concerning the pairfam data should continue to be directed to the pairfam
user support office: support@pairfam.de. The pairfam homepage will also remain
online, but will no longer be updated. The contents of the website will be
successively integrated into the FReDA homepage.

Review: 7th International pairfam Conference in Munich

It was time to take stock after 14 years of pairfam: The 7th International pairfam
Conference entitled 14 Years of pairfam - Résumé and Outlook of the German

Family Panel took place from May 11th to 13th, 2022. More than 70 researchers
traveled to Munich and 55 participated online in the hybrid conference. A total of 26
presentations and nine posters highlighted the multifaceted nature of current family
research, and were mostly based on pairfam data. Both current and former pairfam
project leaders summarized the main findings of pairfam's thematic focuses and
reviewed the project’s development. An outlook was given by PD Dr. Martin Bujard,
project manager of FReDA, with a presentation of the family demographic panel.
To begin, Prof. Dr. Hans van Ess, the LMU Vice President for Research,
congratulated the project group on the many years of successful work and the
"hundreds of thousands of hours of work" done. Dr. Eckard Kämper, Program
Director at the DFG for Humanities and Social Sciences and responsible for pairfam
from its conception, praised the Relationship and Family Panel as a project with a
lasting impact on the research landscape and the way family research is conducted
in Germany. True entrepreneurs were not only involved as initiators, but the DFG
also broke new ground with the pairfam project, for example in financing the most
expensive social science project in their funding program to date. Dr. Kämper
emphasized that everyone involved should be proud of the joint success.

Former project director Prof. Dr. Johannes Huinink provided a quite personal
review of the project's genesis and success story. Among other things, he reported
on a memorable meeting at the DFG library in 2008, at which the annual survey
rhythm was wrangled over. He concluded his talk with a "Big Thank You" to all those
involved. Prof. Dr. Bernhard Nauck, another former project director, highlighted the
importance and challenges of international comparative family research and the
contribution of the pairfam harmonization project. The keynote speeches on the
central pairfam findings from both the current and former project directors will be
made available here as video recordings.

In addition, research presentations and posters presented new analyses on the
division of labor and gender roles, couple relationships, families during the COVID-
19 pandemic, fertility planning and the transition to parenthood, child rearing and
well-being, young people in the pairfam panel, and family diversity and separation.
The forum concluded with international perspectives on family, intergenerational
relationships, and methodological issues. In an "invited symposium", researchers
from Ireland and Finland presented findings on social relationships, well-being, and
school burnout of children and adolescents during the COVID-19 pandemic.

At the end of the conference, the "pairfam Power Users" as well as the best
conference presentations and the best poster were awarded. As external users
with a particularly large number of publications based on pairfam data, Prof.
Matthew D. Johnson, Prof. Dr. Michaela Kreyenfeld, and Dr. Ulrike Lux each
received a power bank with the pairfam logo and a pairfam Power User mug. The
Best Presentation Award was granted to was Lisa Mansfeld for her paper on
"International migration and its short-term effects on fertility". Linda L. Stürmlinger
and Markus Klingel were awarded second place for their respective presentations of
the topics "Long-term consequences of prepartum depression on child behavior:
Infant temperament mediates the link between prepartum depression and child
hyperactivity at the age of three" and "Postponement of parenthood: The
interrelation of work and fertility planning". The Best Poster Award was granted to
Larissa L. Wieczorek, Sarah Humberg, Denis Gerstdorf, and Jenny Wagner for their
work on the topic of "Nonlinear effects of extraversion and neuroticism on loneliness
in adolescence".
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The abstracts and/or summaries of each article are listed on our website.

Our goal is to maintain a complete and up-to-date list of publications using pairfam
data. Please inform our user support office of any publications, student theses, and
forthcoming articles based on pairfam data. If you will be using pairfam data in your
research, please make note of the citation rules published on our website. We
sincerely appreciate your help!

We wish you much success in your research with the pairfam data. For further
information regarding the pairfam data or project, please do not hesitate to contact
us.

Yours sincerely,

The pairfam Team
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